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Steven Kent 2002 Smith Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Livermore Valley); $65.  As beautiful as Steven Kent’s 
regular and McGrail 2002 Cabernets were, this exceeds 

them in sheer delight.  It is as good as almost any Cabernet in 
California.  Dry, soft, rich, complex and intensely varietal, this 
tiny production wine is at its best now, with massive cassis and 
chocolate flavors perfectly offset by rich tannins.  Will hold 
through this decade. Editor’s Choice 
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